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The meeting was held at MAN Diesel & Turbo | PrimeServ Academies. Present at the PA Ship 
meeting were representatives from relevant authorities of EU Member States bordering the Baltic 
Sea, the European Commission, the Council of the Baltic Sea States, PA Transport, HA Neighbours, 
and ongoing Flagships.  
 
The documents from the meeting are made available on PA Ship’s website: 
http://www.dma.dk/Vaekst/EU/EUOestersoestrategi/PA%20Ship/Sider/Meeting-documents.aspx  
 
 

1) Welcome remarks  
Stine Eckert, from MAN Diesel & Turbo | PrimeServ Academies, welcomed the participants 
to the academy. Afterwards Richard, also from MAN Diesel & Turbo | PrimeServ Academies 
gave a safety briefing.  
 
Cilia Sonne Allermann, Policy Area Coordinator (PAC) for PA Ship from the Danish 
Maritime Authority (DMA), hereafter welcomed the participants to the 10th meeting of the 
international Steering Committee of PA Ship and presented her new colleague Rikke Holst 
Søndergård, also from the DMA, who would assist her in her work with PA Ship.   
 
Cilia Sonne Allermann also said a warm welcome to the newly accepted Flagship 
ECOPRODIGI which were given Flagship status in April 2018.  

 
Afterwards, all the participants introduced themselves (tour de table) and Cilia Sonne 
Allermann presented the agenda of the meeting. 

 
2) Approval of the agenda and confirmation of the final minutes 

The agenda of the meeting and minutes from the latest Steering Committee meeting (held in 
Gdansk 7 November 2017) were approved without any changes.  
 

3) Activities of the Policy Area Coordinator 
Cilia Sonne Allermann presented the recent activities of PA Ship.  
 
The joint capacity workshop in April with PA Ship and PA Safe co-organised with HA 
Capacity was highlighted from the list. Cilia Sonne Allermann gave a brief recap from the 
workshop and thanked the participants in the workshop for being so active and for the good 



and constructive outcome of the workshop. She also noted that all three Flagships under PA 
Ship had been present at the workshop. Milla Harju representing ECOPRODIGI and Sari 
Repka representing EnviSuM both participated in the workshop and expressed their content 
with the workshop and the idea of moving from Flagships as being only projects to being 
processes in the future.  
 
A more detailed briefing of the outcome of the workshop was planned to be introduced to the 
Steering Committee at this meeting but due to a lack of registrations on the planned second 
day of the meeting (3 May) the PAC-team had decided to shorten the agenda to a one-day 
meeting. Therefore, the presentation was postponed to the fall meeting. 
 
Cilia Sonne Allermann shortly briefed about a discussion on the format of the Steering 
Committee meetings that had risen spontaneously during the workshop. There was a call for 
re-thinking the format of the Steering Committee meetings from some of the participants at 
the workshop. The suggestions were to activate and engage the Steering Committee members 
more with other activities than solely “housekeeping” e.g. workshops. This was also why the 
Steering Committee meeting would end with a workshop today. Cilia Sonne Allermann 
stressed the importance of collaboration within the Steering Committee and hoped that the 
members would participate actively in setting the strategic path/framework for the future work 
in PA Ship.   
 
The revision of the EUSBSR Action Plan was also highlighted, as the PAC already had used 
some time on how to best revise the PA Ship chapter of the EUSBSR Action Plan involving 
the Steering Committee best possible. Cilia Sonne Allermann told about the EUSBSR 
Support modules held in order to help the HACs and PACs getting started on the revision 
where both Cilia Sonne Allermann and Rikke Holst Søndergård had participated. Cilia 
Sonne Allermann stressed that the strategic focus of PA Ship is anchored in the Steering 
Committee and the revision is therefore not only a task for the PAC-team. 
 
In connection to this Cilia Sonne Allermann informed that some time had also been spend 
on locating Steering Committee members, as some members from three countries had stopped 
or changed position. This work was ongoing. 
 
Lastly, Cilia Sonne Allermann informed that the 9th EUSBSR Annual Forum is coming up 
in June 2018 in Tallinn, Estonia. Here PA Ship will participate in the Networking Village 
where all the Flagships of PA Ship have been invited to be part of the stand. PA Ship also 
hosts a joint seminar with PA Transport and HA Climate on how transport is affecting climate 
change. 

 
4) News from the European Commission 

Odd Godal, from DG REGIO, informed about the latest news from the European 
Commission.  
 
In March the Commission hosted a high level meeting between the four macro-regional 
strategies. The goal was to foster cooperation across the strategies and start the report on the 
implementation of the macro-regional strategies. This assessments report will be published 
later in 2018. It will be the second report. Cilia Sonne Allermann added that she had 



answered a questionnaire from the European Commission which would be send to the Steering 
Committee after the meeting. 
 
Odd Godal also informed that there had been a HELCOM minister meeting in March where 
the ministers were very interested in the EUSBSR and the good work the strategy promotes. 
HELCOM welcomed the idea of looking at synergies between EUSBSR and HELCOM.  
 
Thomas Erlandson, PAC for Transport, commented on this information from DG REGIO 
by drawing attention to the fact that the four strategies work in very different ways. E.g. does 
the EUSBSR not have any members from non-EU states but a lot of the others have that, 
which is both useful and limiting. It was Thomas Erlandson’s hope that the European 
Commission in their evaluation of the strategies would remember these important differences.  
 
Odd Godal also informed the Steering Committee about the fact that the European 
Commission today (on 2 May) would publish their proposal for the next Multiannual Financial 
Framework (MFF) and added that it would be interesting to see how the funding is allocated 
to the different programmes in the new framework.  
 
Of upcoming events, Odd Godal highlighted the EUSAIR Forum on 24-25 May 2018 and 
the EUSBSR Annual Forum in Tallinn on 4-5 June 2018.  

 
5) Update on funding opportunities 

Rikke Holst Søndergård gave a brief update on the funding programs which was also sent 
by e-mail and printed for the meeting. An important point from this update was that the end 
of the current funding period is approaching and therefore there are not that many calls left.  

 
6) Update on Flagships 

 
1. Environmental Impact of Low Emission Shipping: Measurements and Modelling 

Strategies (EnviSuM) led by the University of Turku, Finland 
 

Sari Repka, from the University of Turku informed that the project is ending next year in 
February but that a possible extension of the project for 2 years is in the planning phase.  
 
The project is starting to have results and Sari Repka was excited to soon be able to show 
them. The project looks at how the SECA regulation affects environment, health and business. 
The project also found that sulphur pollution from shipping is avoided due to SECA but there 
are big differences between the Baltic Sea states, which is something EnviSuM will look 
further into.  
 
Sari Repka informed that the project had encountered two challenges. The first was that the 
project could not have the city of Skt. Petersburg as a “full” partner in the project which had 
the consequence that the project had not been able to get as far with the data on the specific 
city as with the other cities the project focused on. The other challenge that the project had 
experienced was in relation to getting permission to board vessels when EnviSuM wanted to 
test LNG on board vessels as it had only been tested in labs. However, the project managed 
to get access to two vessels. Sari Repka told that these tests detected methane slips into the 



air. Dorte Kubel, from the Danish Ministry for Environment and Food, and Markus Quante, 
from SHEBA, contributed with their knowledge on this field including an insight into the 
different types of emissions. 

 
Cilia Sonne Allermann thanked for the presentation and the active participation of the 
Steering Committee.  
 

2. Sustainable Shipping and Environment of the Baltic Sea region (SHEBA) led by the 
Swedish Environmental Research Institute (IVL), Sweden 

 
Markus Quante, from Helmholtz-Zentrum Geestacht, presented the project. The aim is to 
provide a detailed (integrated and in-depth) analysis of the ecological, economic and social 
impacts of shipping in the Baltic Sea and to support development of the related policies at 
EU, regional, national and local levels. This is ensured, inter alia, through the use of AIS data 
from HELCOM.  
 
Markus Quante informed that the project was ending in July 2018. The project had found 
many useful results already and they would be presented in a final report.  
 
Markus Quante explained that the project had been looking at different scenarios for the 
emissions for 2030/2040, i.e. 1) the business as usual scenario, and 2) alternative scenarios 
(including a NoNECA scenario, a no-emissions-to-water scenario, an LNG scenario, and a 
slow steaming scenario). A more detailed scenario report will come when the project closes 
in July.  
 
Markus Quante informed that the project among other things had been looking at leisure 
boards. The challenge in this regard had been to find out how many leisure boats there were 
and where they were located which is why the project had spent some time on this issue. 
Furthermore, the project had, under WP 4, worked with underwater noise, including a 
methodology for description of shipping-induced noise parameters. Markus Quante stressed 
that a study on underwater noise was very important because there was not too much research 
in this field. Markus Quante informed that SHEBA looks at this to see the impacts of noise 
to marine life (different fish reacts to different frequencies). 

 
Cilia Sonne Allermann thanked for the presentation and said that since SHEBA is about to 
be finalised the Steering Committee looks forward to hearing the final results at the next 
Steering Committee meeting.  
 
Cilia Sonne Allermann asked EnviSuM and SHEBA if the projects expect that policy 
recommendations will be part of the projects’ outcome. Markus Quante informed that the 
final report will contain some recommendations and it will be made readable for policy 
makers. EnviSuM assured that they too will publish something for policy makers in the form 
of recommendations.  

 
3. Eco-efficiency to maritime industry processes in the Baltic Sea Region through 

digitalisation (ECOPRODIGI) led by University of Turku, Finland  
 



Milla Harju and Teemu Itälinna from the University of Turku, thanked for being given 
Flagship status. Hereafter they presented the project and explained that the project aims at 
increasing eco-efficiency in the Baltic Sea Region maritime industry through digitalisation.  
 
In connection to the question on policy recommendation, Milla Harju informed that 
ECOPRODIGI focuses on policy recommendations in their WP 5.  

 
Milla Harju highlighted that one of the strengths of the project is the many partners from the 
industry and end-users. This is a significant strength to the project as the challenges they fix 
are not made up but real challenges that businesses struggle with every day.  
 
Milla Harju informed that the project is still in WP 2 which is research and collecting data. 
The current and upcoming focus will therefore be on capturing data but also on prioritising, 
organizing and plan a test for ferry routes.  
 
The project is optimistic as there is so much to do in the maritime industry and the businesses 
are interested in engaging.  
 
Cilia Sonne Allermann thanked for the presentation and once again welcomed 
ECOPRODIGI as a new Flagship under PA Ship.  

 
7) Status of other Policy Areas of relevance to PA Ship 

Thomas Erlandson, PAC for Transport, explained that the overall goal for PA Transport is 
to facilitate a sustainable transport system. However, Thomas Erlandson saw that there are 
a lot of synergies between shipping, maritime issues and transport. Thomas Erlandson 
thanked for the invitation to the meeting and for the close cooperation between the PA 
Transport and PA Ship.  
 
Thomas Erlandson also informed that PA Transport revised its Action Plan in connection to 
the EU adoption of the TEN-T regulations in December 2013. The revised Action Plan for 
PA Transport now focus on creating close cooperation with the European Coordinators; 
improve connections to neighbouring countries and encouraging implementation of 
sustainable solutions in passenger and freight transport, e.g. clean fuels, innovations and smart 
technology for transport of cargo and passengers; and further cooperating with PA Ship and 
PA Safe.  

 
Cilia Sonne Allermann thanked Thomas Erlandson for the brief update on PA Transport and 
for coming to this meeting. Cilia Sonne Allermann also confirmed the good and close 
collaboration with PA Transport. 
 
Cilia Sonne Allermann gave a brief update on PA Safe, which DMA is also PAC for together 
with the Finnish Transport Safety Agency (Trafi). Cilia Sonne Allermann informed that PA 
Ship and PA Safe have done many things together which is also evident from the activity list 
presented earlier. At the EUSBSR Annual Forum PA Safe is hosting a joint seminar with PA 
Secure. This seminar also contains a live demonstration in the Seaplane harbour and the 
Steering Committee members and projects are more than welcome to attend the seminar. 



However, Cilia Sonne Allermann noted that this seminar will be held at the same time as the 
PA Ship, PA Transport and HA Climate joint seminar. 
 
Daria Akhutina, from HA Neighbours, drew the attention to the seminar at the EUSBSR 
Annual Forum on digitalizing and connecting the neighbourhood on 5 June. She also 
announced a questionnaire to be send out for PACs and HACs on challenges and opportunities 
of involvement of non-EU states in Flagships and other initiatives.  
 
Lastly, Daria Akhutina explained that HA Neighbours will focus on academic exchange, 
education and future work and labour mobility which is all a question about mobility and 
connections but also a maritime issue in terms of the Baltic-Artic connection/opening.  
 
Cilia Sonne Allermann thanked Daria Akhutina for the brief update on HA Neighbours and 
for coming to this meeting. 

 
8) AOB  

Daria Akhutina from the Council of the Baltic Sea States Secretariat informed about the 
status of the CBSS Expert Group on Maritime Policy (CBSS EGMP). She told that during the 
Swedish presidency the group and CBSS had focused a lot on the UN Sustainable 
Development Goals and on the maritime connection to SDG number 14 “Life below water”.  

 
Daria Akhutina also informed that the presidency will be passed on to Latvia later in 2018-
2019. The new priorities for CBSS during this presidency will probably be maritime coastal 
tourism and cooperation between ports.  

 
Daria Akhutina also explained that the format of the CBSS EGMP was under revision which 
among other things had resulted in a new title: Expert Group on Sustainable Maritime 
Economy with the abbreviation “EGSME”. Daria Akhutina added that the new name signals 
a clear link to the EU Blue Growth Agenda and that the mandate of the group has been 
prolonged until 2021.  
 
Cilia Sonne Allermann informed that the date for the next Steering Committee meeting had 
not yet been decided because the PAC-team wanted to coordinate the date with the Steering 
Committee members. This was not possible currently due to the change of Steering 
Committee members in three countries. However, Cilia Sonne Allermann informed that the 
next meeting is expected to be held in November 2018. 

 
9) Workshop-session on the upcoming revision of the EUSBSR Action Plan including an 

introduction to the UN Sustainable Development Goals  
 

This workshop focused on the upcoming revision of the PA Ship chapter of the EUSBSR 
Action Plan. Cilia Sonne Allermann introduced the workshop-session briefly by saying that 
this was the beginning of a longer process and the PAC-team needed the Steering Committee’s 
help setting the strategic framework and focus of PA Ship in the future.  
 
Then Cilia Sonne Allermann gave the floor to Odd Godal from DG REGIO who explained 
that the revision is coming but the date is not finalized yet. However, Odd Godal stated that 



it is timely to start working on the PA Ship chapter now in order to have a revised chapter 
ready in time.  
 
Cilia Sonne Allermann started the session with a short presentation. Firstly, she explained 
that the PAC-team had decided to start the process now to make sure that PA Ship can provide 
a thoroughly revised chapter done and approved by the Steering Committee and added that it 
is better to be ahead than behind. Cilia Sonne Allermann stressed the importance of starting 
now – even though the European Commission had not set a deadline for the revision yet – 
because the PAC-team has a deadline with the HelpDesk of the EUSBSR Support, which is 
September 2018. 
 
Cilia Sonne Allermann also presented a tentative timeline starting in May 2017 with the 
seminar in Brussels. Here three focus areas were chosen as the future focus areas of PA Ship 
and they were agreed upon at the last Steering Committee meeting in November 2017.  
 
Cilia Sonne Allermann informed that the desired outcomes of the workshop-session today – 
on a short term – was that the Steering Committee would come up with a list of potential 
actions and targets that could feed into the work going forward. On the long term Cilia Sonne 
Allermann wished for final actions, targets and indicators agreed upon by the Steering 
Committee to be part of the revision of the PA Ship chapter of the EUSBSR Action Plan.  
 
Cilia Sonne Allermann hereafter gave a brief introduction to actions and explained that PA 
Ship has three actions today and it was necessary to revisit the actions making sure that the 
actions were also what the Steering Committee would like to be the future focus of PA Ship. 
Cilia Sonne Allermann added that the challenge in this regard is that they cannot be too 
specific but also not too general.  
 
Cilia Sonne Allermann then introduced the targets and indicators explaining that the targets 
of PA Ship are not indicative of the work being done by the PAC-team and the Steering 
Committee including Flagships. Currently one of the targets is the overall decreasing trend in 
emissions and Cilia Sonne Allermann stressed that this target does not correlate to the work 
being done in PA Ship. Therefore, there is a need for targets and indicators that are measurable 
and indicative of the work being done in PA Ship. Cilia Sonne Allermann added that 
formulating targets and indicators are difficult for many PAs and HAs which is also why the 
EUSBSR Support has been introduced to help the PAs and HAs with this task.  
 
Cilia Sonne Allermann explained that the future focus areas, actions and targets are all 
related. The focus areas feed into the actions. Actions then take the focus areas and turn them 
into targets and indicators to measure the action. Indicators are the mean to achieve the 
actions. 
 
After this presentation the facilitator Esben Alslund-Lanthén explained that the goal for the 
workshop was to create a list of actions that can feed into the action plan, and a list of targets 
– maybe even indicators too. He added that the work with the revision of the Action Plan 
starts now and stressed that it will be agenda setting for the future work.  
 



The workshop started with group work on actions. The groups discussed whether the actions 
for PA Ship in the Action Plan were still relevant, if some or all should be reformulated and/or 
replacced and if the groups could maybe identify other relevant actions as well. The discussion 
took its starting point in the three future focus areas agreed upon in Brussels in May 2017 and 
adopted by the Steering Committee in November 2017.  
 
The outcome of the group discussions on a list of potential actions that can feed into the work 
going forward was the following:  
 
Future 
focus 
areas 

Future maritime 
competences 

Autonomy 
and 
digitalization 

Enforcement of 
environmental 
regulation 

Other 

Potential 
Actions 

“Promote and 
enhance 
compliance 
culture” 

“Foster and 
develop 
autonomy and 
digitalization” 

“Support 
enforcement of 
environmental 
regulations” 

“Support maritime 
transport 
competitiveness” 

“Competences and 
attitude towards 
compliance” 

 “Addressing 
maritime 
environmental 
challenges” 

“Moderate/promote 
dialogue between ports 
and ship owners on 
alternative fuels and 
port reception facilities 
“ 

“Support and 
develop future 
maritime 
competences” 

 “Optimize 
monitoring of 
implementation 
of environmental 
regulation” 

“Sharing of best 
practice e.g. for green 
ports” 

  To somehow 
include the 
“Initial IMO 
Strategy for 
GHG emissions 
from ships” in 
the action 

 

  “Support 
enforcement of 
environmental 
regulation 
towards 
competitiveness” 

 

 
 
After this group work session Olga Zuin from the CBSS presented the UN Sustainable 
Development Goals (UN SDGs). The presentation was meant as a food for thought.  
 



Olga Zuin explained that the UN SDGs are not only aimed at developing countries but all 
countries. She also explained how all the goals are interconnected and that the SDG 
framework can help to conceptualize the work for PA Ship, the PAC-team and the actions.  
 
Olga Zuin stressed that the UN SDGs have to be taken into consideration when revising the 
EUSBSR Action Plan as the EU has decided to mainstream the UN SDGs into all existing 
policies, and to develop a long term vision post 2020. The implementation of the UN SDGs 
in EUSBSR will therefore come from the EU at some point as a top-down decision.  
 
Olga Zuin informed that the UN SDGs are something that the Baltic Sea Region coordinators 
are already working on in close cooperation e.g. with the Baltic 2030 Agenda. But also 
through workshops e.g. the Baltic Leadership Program where discussions of matching the 
SDGs to the different HAs and PAs was in focus. Olga Zuin added that there will also be a 
seminar on the SDGs in the Baltic Sea Region at the EUSBSR Annual Forum in Tallinn this 
year.  
 
To put the UN SDGs into a PA Ship context Olga Zuin gave two concrete examples of how 
the UN SDGs are already a part of PA Ship: one focused on PA Ship as a whole – as a policy 
area – while the other looked at one of the Flagships under PA Ship (EnviSuM). For more 
information and illustrations see the presentation.  
 
Lastly, Olga Zuin noted that it is also worth remembering that the SDG framework is agreed 
upon by all states in the UN and thereby is a global binding framework. Implementing it in 
the EUSBSR already is a way of regional influence affecting a global agenda. 
 
The second part of the workshop focused on ‘targets’. This discussion took its starting point 
in the previous part of the workshop working on ‘actions’. Here the groups came up with 
different potential targets for the list of potential actions and ranked them in a matrix scaling 
the potential targets according to quick wins, major projects, fill ins and slogs. All suggestions 
were placed in either “Quick wins” or “Major projects” as follows: 
 
 



 
 
 
After the last part looking at potential targets and indicators Cilia Sonne Allermann along 
with Esben Alslund-Lanthén concluded that the PAC-team now had what they had hoped 
for: two lists of potential 1) actions and 2) targets and indicators, respectively, to feed into the 
work going forward. 
 
Cilia Sonne Allermann thanked the Steering Committee for its very active participation and 
not least contribution during the workshop-session. 
 
 
 
 


